
A Need To Do More 

By Keiarra Bray 

 

The year of 2020 has been an emotional rollercoaster. It has brought a lot of pain, anger, 

disappointment, and a need for reform surrounding the systemic racism that has been present 

in the United States for over 300 years. Individuals are no longer willing to sit back and witness 

the senseless killings of black men and women and have no consequence brought to those who 

racially profile black individuals and use unnecessary force. The numerous videos and stories 

that have been posted sharing the experiences of racial injustice and inequality show a need to 

do more.  

 

It has been so heartbreaking constantly seeing the mistreatment and misrepresentation of 

Black faces in the media. The mental and physical toll that these actions have had on Black 

individuals is shown through protest and social media because of the countless videos of Black 

men and women being killed. Black people are exhausted, I’m exhausted, the fight for equitable 

treatment and justice has been going on for too long. The systemic racism that has been 

ingrained in society makes being Black a crime and that should no longer be the case.  

 

I should not be followed in the store because I am Black. I should not fear the individuals who 

are supposed to protect me because I am Black. I should not have professors single me out in 

class because I am Black. I should not have to modify my hair for “professional standards” 

because I am Black.  My black should be seen as beautiful, as another part of me not a crime, 



not something that will set me back in this society.  Change must come, Black voices must be 

heard and accounted for in society. 

 

“BLACK IS BEAUTIFUL” 
 

Protests for the Black Lives Matter Movement have been going on around the world 

highlighting that the reform for systemic racism is long overdue. Individuals should feel safe in 

their homes, grocery stores, parks, vehicles, and should not fear for their lives in any way. 

Through the use of social media, individuals are able to share numerous resources to 

continuously educate others of the black experience and what changes they hope to see in the 

present and future. 

 

It is so important to continue to let the Black voices that are often unheard or ignored speak up 

because their stories and ideas can serve as a guide in ensuring that we are going in the right 

direction for generations to come. Continue to share those resources with family, friends, and 

community members because the fight for racial justice and equality has just begun. We must 

continue to speak out even when it feels no one is listening or no change is happening. 

Creating change will not be easy but with a progressive movement and consistency change will 

come.  
 

To be silent, to be complicit to what is happening to black individuals across the world is to be 

okay with what is happening. Use your voice in any way that you can. The color of your skin 

should not be seen as a weapon but as another element of an individual that makes them 

unique. Use your voice. Speak Up and Speak Out!  

 
The resources below are a guide for educating yourself and speaking out for the Black Lives Matter 

Movement it is important to continue to educate yourself because there are numerous outlets that can 
help: 

1. Systemic Racism Explained 
2. Why the BLM is important 
3. Petitions and Donations 
4. Experiences 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrHIQIO_bdQ
https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-matters-2020/
http://act.colorofchange.org/sign/justiceforbre-breonna-taylor-officers-fired/?source=ab_searchads&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-uPA8saV6gIV1YtaBR20tA52EAAYAyAAEgJRr_D_BwE
https://www.instagram.com/blackatelon/


 


