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Black history month is here once again, and many are looking for ways to celebrate by honoring 

the many achievements of black people in America. A great way to do that this year is by 

supporting black-owned businesses.  

 

Black entreprenuership has had a long and interesting history in America that dates back to the 

days of slavery. Many blacks who gained freedom from slavery developed their own businesses 

to make a living for themselves, and some even created businesses while they were still 

enslaved, with or without the permission of their masters.  

 

Soon after the Emancipation Proclamation brought slavery to an end, the Reconstruction era 

brought a surge of growth to the black business world. Black people opened up insurance 

companies, barber shops, restaurants, bookstores, and more in retaliation to the racial 

discrimination that excluded them from white spaces. According to Mehrsa Baradaran, author 

of The Color of Money: Black Banks and the Racial Wealth Gap, “these segregation patterns 

created market opportunities for black entrepreneurs to step in, make money and meet the 

demands of the black community.” Opening a business was a way for black people to serve 

their communities and lift themselves up in a society dominated by white supremacy. 



 

 
Forbes 

 

From left to right: Michael Jordan, Oprah Winfrey, Robert F. Smith, Serena Williams, Kanye West. Black 

entrepreneurs who came before us paved the way for the top black entrepreneurs of today. 

 

Today, black-owned businesses still serve as a way for black entrepreneurs to channel their 

creativity and celebrate their communities through products that represent black culture. We 

should all support black-owned businesses because they give black creatives a voice in an 

industry that has historically neglected to represent them. Here is a list I have compiled of 

twelve great, black-owned small businesses that you can support this month. 

 

 

1. Designed by Alivia 
 

 

https://www.instagram.com/designedbyalivia/


Instagram.com 

 

The first business in the lineup comes from one of Elon’s own: first year student Alivia Hunter. 

Hunter’s customs business began when posts of her transforming her sister’s trashed white 

vans attracted the attention of interested customers. “My business has been booming from 

there!” said Hunter. You can order your own pair of custom designed shoes through her 

Instagram account, @designedbyalivia, linked above. 

 

 

2. Point Blank Period 
 

pointblankperiodofficial.com 

 

 

Point Blank Period offers stylish hoodies and beanies with a message that aims to motivate and 

inspire. Made out of 100% cotton, they are sold at a very reasonable price, unlike *cough* 

another motivational hoodie line I could name (all jokes please don’t come for me, I Matter 

too!).  

 

 

3. Malakai Apparel 

https://pointblankperiodofficial.com/
https://www.malaikaapparel.com/shop


 

malaikaapparel.com 

 
Started in 2015 by Rita Bunatal, then a first-generation African college student at Ithaca 

College, Malaika Apparel is a black-owned clothing line that offers clothing and accessories 

adorned with themes of black empowerment. According to Bunatal, the inspiration behind 

Malaika Apparel is “a challenge to the social conditions where Black representation is limited to 

its appropriation.” If you are interested in the mission of this clothing line, the company is 

currently looking for brand ambassadors! 

 

 

4. Coloring Pins 

 

https://www.coloringpins.com/


coloringpins.com 

 
As someone who is obsessed with pins and patches, Coloring Pins is one of my favorite 

businesses in this lineup. Essence Hayes, a fellow pin enthusiast, was inspired to create her 

business as a response to what she saw as a lack of black representation in the pin market. In 

addition to pins she sells patches and key chains with whimsical and empowering images that 

celebrate black culture. Move fast to catch the end of the year blowout sale with 50% off orders 

of over $20. 

 

 

5. DorcasCreates 
 

 

https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/DorcasCreates?page=1#items


Etsy 

 
Etsy shop owner Dorcas creates eyecatching art prints, notebooks, greeting cards, and other 

accessories that celebrate black women. Her products are shipped from the UK, but don’t 

worry, she does ship internationally! 

 

 

6. The Nu Bamboo 
 

thenubamboo.com 

 

 

Jusme Kamil makes hand-braided hoops that put a “modern twist on the classic bamboo 

earring.” Her earrings come in four sizes and a variety of colors, from classic silvers and golds to 

neons and multi colors. Singer Kehlani and beauty vlogger Jackie Aina have been seen sporting 

these hoops, and you can get a pair of your own for 20% off this month if you use code “BHM.” 

 

 

7. A Dope Concept 
 

https://thenubamboo.com/
https://psimdope.bigcartel.com/


psimdope.bigcartel.com 

 
A Dope Concept sells art prints, t shirts, hoodies, and totes that depict black legends and 

celebrate black culture. This shop could be a great place to find some reasonably priced art to 

fill up that empty space on your dorm or apartment wall. 

 

 

8. Gumbeaux Stationary
 

gumbeaux-stationery.myshopify.com 

 

https://gumbeaux-stationery.myshopify.com/


Gumbeaux Stationary is the perfect destination for cool stationary you can use for class. Choose 

from journals, notebooks, pens, and sticky notes, many of which you can purchase for under 

$10. They currently have a new project in the works called “Black Girls Plan,” a limited edition 

2020 agenda book that helps you track your goals for the year.  

 

 

9. Thee Nail Factory 
 

theenailfactory.com 

 
Thee Nail Factory is a great place to buy press on nails in a variety of designs, and you can even 

order a custom set! If you’re feeling indecisive, you can also buy a “surprise set,” which delivers 

a surprise custom design right to your campus box. 

 

 

10. creativeholistic 
 

https://www.theenailfactory.com/
https://www.creativholistic.co/shop


creativeholistic.co 

 

creativholistic offers affirmation and self help kits that could make a nice gift for a friend, a 

family member, or yourself. Their products are made for black creatives who want to find 

“modern techniques for healing the mind, body, and spirit connection.”  This is a great shop for 

those who want to get more in touch with their spiritual side. 

 

 

11. Aysia B Accessories 
 

aysiab.com 

 

The creator behind Aysia B Accessories developed a love for jewelry at a young age, and hopes 

to pass that feeling on to those who purchase her creations. She sells earrings, bracelets, 

anklets, custom name necklaces, and soon, apparel.  

 

 

12. Green Box Shop 

 

https://aysiab.com/
https://greenboxshop.us/


greenboxshop.us 

 
I want to finish this list with another one of my favorites: Green Box Shop. Founded in 2016 by 

then 17-year-old Kayla Robinson, Green Box Shop is known for simple-looking t shirts with 

biting political sentiments. You may recognize the brand from when Frank Ocean famously 

wore one of their tees at his Panorama Festival set in 2017. In addition to witty t-shirts, this 

shop sells hoodies, sweatpants, and water bottles, all created by a tight-knit team of young 

black activists. Intersectionality is key to their brand, so their products express messages on the 

LGBTQ community, race and culture, disability, feminism, environmentalism, and politics. 

 

I hope you enjoy these products and have a great Black History Month! 


