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Before reading, please check out this infographic for helpful advice on how to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19 and identify symptoms. We owe it to each other to avoid and dispel 

misinformation, and to try our best to stay healthy. 

 

 

Comair Limited 

For more information: 

➢ U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/index.html


➢ World Health Organization 

➢ U.S. State Department 

➢ N.C. Division of Public Health 

➢ Alamance County Health Department 

➢ Council on Educational Exchange 

 

The COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic has completely absorbed our newsfeed in the past few 

weeks as the number of cases continues to rise internationally. Much of our world seems to 

have come to a halt – sporting events on hiatus, festivals postponed, church services canceled, 

the production of our favorite series suspended. Some states have even opted to close all 

dine-in restaurants, as well as movie theaters and gyms. One of the closures impacting us most 

directly as college students is that of universities across the country, including Elon University.  

 

Of the schools that are closing, most are moving instruction online, either until a certain date 

(like Elon), indefinitely, or until the end of the year. Some schools, such as Harvard, Iowa State, 

and Smith College, have taken even more drastic measures – requiring all students to move out 

for the year. At these schools, students who wish to remain on campus must petition to stay.  

 

Time off from school usually sounds like a treat, but a break like this is unexpected and a source 

of uncertainty. Though in-person classes at Elon are projected to resume on April 20th, the 

Center of Disease Control’s recommendation of social distancing in this time makes it feel 

almost inconceivable that we will return to business as usual. Students are unsure of whether 

or not they will see their friends again before August, and whether or not they will be able to 

https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel.html
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/public-health/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-response-north-carolina
https://www.alamance-nc.com/healthdept/
https://www.ciee.org/what-we-stand-for/health-safety-security/coronavirus-covid-19-updates
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/09/us/coronavirus-university-college-classes/index.html
https://www.elon.edu/u/coronavirus/
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/15/21179640/harvard-coronavirus-move-out
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2020/03/coronavirus-what-does-social-distancing-mean/607927/


finish out their spring courses inside the classroom. After finally getting the hang of college life, 

first-years who returned home must give up their newfound independence, while seniors lose 

some of the final weeks of their college careers.  

 

On a more critical note, the financial implications that a decision to vacate students from 

campus may bear remains unclear. If we are ordered to move out for the remainder of the 

semester, will we get back the money we spent on room and board? What about the money we 

spent on pricey dining hall plans, will that go to waste? It is important to bear in mind that if all 

things go as planned, we will return to campus on April 20th and these questions will lose their 

relevance. However, considering how much we spend on our education at Elon, and the CDC’s 

recent ban of gatherings of 50 people or more, it is not unwarranted to feel uneasy. 

 

If Elon students are instructed to move out of campus housing, parents and students will likely 

demand some form of compensation for the money they spent on services such as housing and 

dining, the use of which was cut short. Hopefully Elon’s response will follow the lead of Duke 

University, which plans to “reimburse residential students for paid but unused housing and 

dining fees,” according to Erin Kramer, Duke’s associate vice president for news, 

communication and media.  

 

Elon should be commended for a thorough response that considers the needs of all students. 

While Harvard, Iowa State, and Smith College, among other schools, require a petition to stay 

on campus which may be denied, Elon is continuing to provide housing to those who need it. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/13/why-students-arent-getting-refunds-after-coronavirus-college-closings.html


Students are encouraged to stay home to prevent the spread of disease, but students who are 

relying on campus housing right now are able to stay, given they register first. Registration is 

being enforced simply to give administrators an accurate headcount of who will be on campus 

so they can plan accordingly.  

 

This is a great help to students whose circumstances at home make staying on campus a more 

suitable choice. The students who benefit from this decision include international students, 

whose travel may be restricted at this moment, students who may risk their health by going 

home to areas suffering outbreaks of high magnitudes, like New York and Washington, as well 

as students who might rely on college housing and services for financial reasons. Students who 

stay on campus can expect housing and services to remain available with some restricted hours 

and availability. 

 

The wait for information has been frustrating – Elon students did not get official news about the 

move to online classes until two days before spring break – but we should keep in mind that our 

administrators are being faced with highly consequential decisions that require some time to 

think over. New developments are emerging on a seemingly hourly basis, so be sure to stay 

updated. More information about Elon University’s novel coronavirus response plan can be 

found on this site, which is updated regularly. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/03/health/us-coronavirus-cases-state-by-state/index.html
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/15/21179640/harvard-coronavirus-move-out
https://www.elon.edu/u/coronavirus/

