
Being Black at Elon University: T-Pain 
Anaya Jones  

*While I am telling you guys exactly what happened, I could not help but include some opinions. 
This story is still 100% FACTUAL. I will note when my opinion begins.* 

Elon, N.C.- Jumping, swinging his dreads and moving his body in ways that left the crowd 
astonished, were the characteristics used to describe the T-Pain Homecoming concert at Elon 
University. 

T-Pain began his concert with a slide show of his career. The documentary style show was in 
black and white and spoke of his accomplishments, awards, record sales, etc. Shortly after it 
went off T-Pain appeared high energy, jumping and swinging his hair, the crowd went wild. 

His concert lasted a little over an hour, in the Schar Center, and was filled with energy, colorful 
lights and no shortage of songs the crowd could sing along to. At one point T-Pain asked the 
audience to help him sing along, dividing the crowd up and having them each sing a part. 
Everything seemed to be going well. 

After his performance T-Pain and his crew visited Elon’s local bar, MaGerk’s Pub, it went 
downhill from here. 

According to T-Pain’s Twitter, a MaGerk’s employee told him to be careful shaking people’s 
hands because of a mumps outbreak on campus. Despite that he said he did enjoy MaGerk’s 
once the crowd calmed down. 

Once back in his room, T-Pain went on live stream. The name of the live stream rubbed many 
Elon residents the wrong way, “bored af in elon (whatever the hell that is lets play some games I 
guess? if the wifi lets me.)” 

After that there was a full on Twitter war between the students and residents of Elon University 
and T-Pain. He later said he was simply quoting an Elon Alum he had met earlier in the day, 
however the damage was already done. 

*Everything after THIS POINT IS MY OPINION* 

This treatment T-Pain was given here at Elon was him experiencing how it is to be black 
everyday on this campus. Everyone at the concert enjoyed him, people danced, sang along, 
praised him. However when he spoke out, gave an opinion (even one that wasn’t necessarily his 



own) he was ostracized and ridiculed. Some of the things people were saying to him on Twitter 
were so disrespectful, I could never. 

They brought up his failed tour, which after you have sold out as many arenas as he has, is 
nothing at all, and the fact that the Schar Center was not “packed” or “full” of people. Which he 
later explained had nothing to do with him personally anyway. 

Another thing he said about Elon was that everyone here is rich, which in my case is not true, but 
it also is not an insult. He was ridiculed for that as well. In what world is being called “mega 
rich” an insult. But again, being black in Elon. Even the article written about this situation on the 
Elon News Network website seemed biased. 

The ending of that article said, “Opening act gianni & kyle did not have anything bad to say on 
social media about the performance, tweeting out a photo of them in Schar Center hours before 
they went on.” 

At the end of the day T-pain was scrutinized beyond belief over the name of a live stream, and if 
we’re being completely honest, whatever the hell is Elon? 

Posting this if the wifi lets me. 
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